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jevitch,68 who even claimed that its truth could be proved
by a certain bundle of documents in the Austrian Foreign
Office marked "Reg. B. 28 VI, 1914"; but the archivists
of the present Austrian Republic have searched the records,
and state that no papers with any such marking are to be
found; and Professor Stanojevitch has been unable or
unwilling to tell what source of information led him to
think there was such a record. These Austrian denials that
Jovanovitch ever gave any warning of any kind to Berch-
told or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs are unquestionably
correct. If he gave a "warning," all the reliable evidence
indicates that he communicated his fears, not in accordance
with regular procedure to Berchtold or the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, but to Dr. von Bilinski, the Joint Finance
Minister; to explain the curious reason for this irregular
procedure we must digress for a moment,
Mr. Jovan Jovanovitch- came to Vienna as Serbian
Minister at the end of December, 1912, to take the place
of Dr. Simitch. The latter was an elderly, experienced
unable to say;" Mandl, Die Habsburger und die serbische Frage (Vienna,
1918), p. 151 ff.; c/. also KSF, II, 29, 108 fit., Jan., Apr., 1924.
63 Stanojevitch, Die Ermordung des Erzherzogs, p. 61: "Some days
before the murder, the Serbian Minister in Vienna officially informed the
Austro-Hungarian Government that the Serbian Government possessed
indications that something was being prepared at Sarajevo against the
Heir to the Throne."
On this whole controversy see ESP, II, 28-30, 108-111, 208-9, 231-8,
^82-3, Jan.-July, 1924; III, 282-287, 293-299, 393405, 437-444, May July,
1925; and L. Mandl, in La Federation Balkanique, pp. 272-3, May 31,1925.
By the Treaty of St. Germain (Art. 93) Serbia had the right to take all
documents relating to the territories which she received from the former
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and she did actually take records going back
as far as 1895. C/. Ludwig Bittner, "Die zwischenstaatlichen Verhand-
lungen ueber das Schicksal der oesterreichischen Archive nach dem
Zusammenbruch Oesterreich-Unganis," in Archiv f. Pol. u. Gesch., Ill,
58-96, Jan., 1925). If the Serbians found any such document as Stano-
ievitch claims, they would doubtless have taken a copy of it and could
make it public. Moreover, they have their own Legation records and the
correspondence of Pashitch and Jovanovitch; if these contain anything to
their advantage in this question of an alleged warning, one would expect
that they would have published it. But they have not done so.